CURTAIN THEATRE presents:

Shakespeare's “As You Like It”

Directed by Michele Delattre
DATES: August 28-29, Sept. 4-5-6, 11-12, 18-19

TIME: 2 p.m. 

PLACE: Old Mill Park, Mill Valley

TICKETS: Admission free, no reservations

Curtain Theatre Returns to Roots with "As You Like It"

Nobles Seek Escape, Renewal in Arden's Forest

MILL VALLEY, Calif.— The Curtain Theatre, Mill Valley’s own company of Shakespeare players, will present William Shakespeare's comedy "As You Like It" for its eleventh summer production in Old Mill Park.

The play tells the tale of a courtly society whose conflict and corruption leads gentlemen and ladies to flee to the forest of Arden--to live, we're told, like old Robin Hood. The exiles include Rosalind (disguised in man's attire) and her cousin Celia; the young nobleman Orlando, hoping to evade his murderous brother Oliver; and Jacques, a loquacious commentator on the manners of court and country. Cut off from their social moorings, the characters assume an array of identities--outlaw, hunter, lover, jester, shepherdess, wizard. All find their hearts' desires amid Arden’s transformative influence; even the story's villains are happily redeemed.
"As You Like It" can be considered the wellspring of this troupe. John Leonard, a local activist, in 2000 conceived of staging the play in honor of Mill Valley's centennial--seeing its themes as a perfect complement to the unique amphitheatre at Old Mill Park, whose stage is cradled by a creek beneath towering redwoods. That result was so successful that Leonard and his collaborators are still at it more than a decade later; a one-time performance turned into an annual event and an organization.

Director Michele Delattre says it seems a good time to return to forest themes, "to retreat from the tyranny of urban life and get down to the serious business of  ‘wasting’ your time away in play."

The production will mark the directorial debut for Ms. Delattre, a Curtain veteran who has played many past roles. She is also a regular in the company's band, along with husband and music director, Don Clark.

This year’s production also features the work of Steve Coleman, a Mill Valley artist whose magical set designs exploit the natural beauty of the setting. The costumes are designed by Maria Graham, who also clothed the cast for last year's musical hit "A Hot Day in Ephesus."

The Curtain Theatre is dedicated to putting on the world’s best plays in one of the Bay Area’s most beautiful settings. Its outdoor productions are designed to appeal to all ages, and first-time viewers as well as Shakespeare buffs. The productions make heavy use of traditional and original music, on instruments that include fiddle, concertina, flute, guitar and mandolin.

Choreography: Stephen Beecroft

Musicians: Don Clark, Michele Delattre, Alice Montgomery

Contributors: County of Marin and its Board of Supervisors; City of Mill Valley; Mill Valley Parks and Recreation Department; Church of Our Savior (our rehearsal space); Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund; UBS; Living History Association; Mill Valley Market; Peet's Coffee; La Coppa Coffee; Mill Valley Library; Marin Independent Journal; John Lewis, HARD costume rental; Masquers Playhouse.

Special thanks to Pat Meier Johnson, publicity; Russell Johnson, photography and video; J. Matt Higuera, construction; Jeffrey Trotter, for our chairs.
"As You Like It" runs Saturdays and Sundays (plus Labor Day Monday), August 28-29, Sept. 4-5-6, 11-12, 18-19. 
All shows start at 2 p.m. 

The Curtain Theater performs on the stage beneath the Mill Valley Public Library in Old Mill Park, which is at 375 Throckmorton Ave. Admission is free, but donations are happily accepted.

Further information and downloadable photos at curtaintheatre.org

Contact: Pat Meier-Johnson (publicity): 415 389-1700

Michele Delattre (director): 510-708-9837
